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The Life Span: Human Development for Helping Professionals, 4/e,  provides an in-depth look at the

science of human development,Â highlighting theories and research that have useful applications

for individuals working in fields such as education, counseling, and social work.Â The main purpose

of this book is to provide the reader with information that can be translated into professional â€œbest

practiceâ€• applications.Â Throughout,Â the text reflects the contemporary view that life span

development is a process deeply embedded within and inseparable from the context of family,

social network, and culture.  Â  Because the book is designed for graduate students, most topics,

especially those that have special relevance to helping professionals, are covered in greater depth

than in a typical life span text. The expanded coverage of research in these areas will enhance

studentsâ€™ understanding of the scientific basis for application to practice.Â  Â  Â 
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UPDATE: I recently re-purchased this book in kindle, after purchasing it last year in hardcover with

Pearson e-access. True to form, Pearson again tries to rake customers by forcing  to limit access to



only two devices. For me that means having to choose whether to put it on my laptop, phone,

desktop, or tablet, rather than having access on any device. At least with 's kindle version, I can

keep the ebook permanently, something that was not possible with Pearson's version.This book is

very dense and full of information, it is a good resource for counselors and others interested in

lifelong human development. Broderick and Blewitt do a fine job explaining the nuances of each

period of the life span. It is the publisher - Pearson - who does a horrible job in providing access for

clients. I don't see the Pearson ebook offered by  any more, which is a good thing. Of course none

of the supplementary materials are available with the kindle and hard copy versions, but those

materials are not necessary. I recommend this book, but only in hard copy or 's kindle version.

Pearson can keep their etext, you - the reader - don't need it.PREVIOUS REVIEW: Buyer beware! I

bought this book packaged with the e-access card thinking it would be a good text to retain for

professional practice. The hard copy book is fine, however the ebook requires a proprietary app and

access expires in 6 months. No where in the  description does it say that e-access is limited in any

way. The only reason I bought the hardcopy/e-access package was so I could have and keep both.

Pearson eText is poorly done, as others reviewers have said. But  is usually much better than this. I

am very disappointed. For this particular book, save a little bit and buy a hardcopy. The additional

cost of the ebook is not worth it. A Kindle version or pdf would be much better.

This thorough textbook is designed to teach principles of human development from birth to death.

With an extensive and up-to-date research base, the book effectively provides an array of

information from which anyone can learn. I find myself quoting information from the book on a

regular basis because the content is so interesting and useful.There is solid online support to help

students learn the information.The book's emphasis on professionals in psychology could be better

adapted to profesisonals working in special education as one of the helping professions. And whle

the authors have a fluent writing style, the print is too small to read easily. The publisher used small

print with wide text lines (instead of consistent columns), color behind print for poor contrast, and

little white space between lines, which means that the professor who wants to adapt to learners with

visual challenges will need to find another book.Excellent information, which is downright

fascinating.

I read this book for my graduate developmental course. The information in the text is up-to-date and

backed by research; however, it is certainly not the easiest read. It is dry and hard to get through. I

feel like the life span has so much richness and is so interesting, but the authors somehow manage



to make development from conception to death dull and boring.Bottom Line: Good information -

Annoying to read.

Just an FYI, this book does NOT come with the access code for the online lab, which my teacher

requires. Access can be purchased through the Pearson website, but it will cost you an extra

$31.50. 's description does not make this clear. If all you need is the book, then this should fit your

needs. If you need access to the lab, you might find it cheaper to purchase the book with the "value

pack" from another retailer.

The content of this book is top notch. However, it is super dense. I would have liked for the entire

book to have been written with multiple columns rather than having the text run across the very wide

pages. The Applications and Summary at the end of each chapter is how I would like the entire book

to be printed.I do have a gripe about the publishers constantly advertising its on-line resources, but

you have to pay extra for those! The publisher should have on-line examples and/or a free chapter

to help the customer to decide to purchase the extra materials.

I think is pretty well written, and while its information dense, it's also an interesting read. However,

this lost 2 stars for me because it's a pain to scroll through, and hard to highlight properly without it

sticking and highlighting things that you don't want it to. And, it seems a little ridiculous to not

include access to video content that is shown. i can see the video links, but they simply don't play. If

the video links actually played, this would have been a much better resource in my opinion.

The book was super dense and hard to penetrate, not the type of book for reading for long periods

of time or for people very new to the field. The on-line materials are heavily advertised in the book

but cost extra on top of the text itself. I was not impressed with the value I got for my money out of

this text.

This book is very well written with a great deal of information. The book is sequential which makes

understanding the development easier. It also introduces the theories related to physical, cognitive,

and developmental growth. This book will be instrumental in helping to pass the state exams. The

summaries and case studies were very helpful in solidifying the information presented. The only

drawback was that there was so much information in a given chapter that is was, at times, difficult to

read.
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